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Sunday Arts

Utah's top 25 cultural power brokers

The Salt Lake Tribune

What have you done for our cultural environment lately? That's the question we asked about Utah's biggest names in the arts and entertainment world, using the
answers of beat writers, critics and editors to create The Salt Lake Tribune's first-ever list of the state's cultural power brokers. Our methodology was hardly scientific:
The list is the product of shoutdowns in conference rooms by an overly opinionated staff. We debated the flashpoints of local, regional and national influence. We
handicapped critical darlings and argued about the impact of ticket sales while considering the business types who keep the lights on in the nonprofit world. We

wanted to do justice to long-timers while paying attention to emerging powers as a way to celebrate all kinds of attention-getting, from flash floods of controversy to
ambitious flops.

Consider this list a conversation starter about what really matters in Utah's art and entertainment universe and who's making it happen.
Who didn't deserve to be on the list? Whom did we overlook? Feel free to let us know at livingeditor@sltrib.com. And let the arguments begin.
Pat Richards

1 The banker who heads the Utah Symphony & Opera board has helped the state's largest ($17.5 million) arts agency reduce operating deficits and headed off a
musicians-union strike. Despite slumping ticket sales, Richards' skill at consensus building just might help keep US&O relevant through searches for a new CEO and
music director.

Don Schain

2 As a producer, Schain has been bringing movie production to Utah for years. But one little movie for the Disney Channel, "High School Musical" (starring Zac Efron,
shown above right with Schain), mushroomed into a pop-culture phenomenon that puts Utah on every teen's TV screen. The franchise's third installment, this time to
open in theaters, starts filming in Salt Lake City next year. Go Wildcats!

Robert Redford

3 The actor/director/activist has long been the marquee attraction for Utah's biggest cultural event, the Sundance Film Festival, and his Sundance Institute brings new
talent to workshops in Provo Canyon each summer. But Redford isn't resting on Sundance's reputation; he sets the agenda for the institute's ventures into new media
and global programs.

Bruce Bastian

4 The shy co-founder of WordPerfect is a big deal nationally in gay-rights fundraising, but he's also a major funder of the local arts scene. His recent support ranges
from co-producing an indie Sundance documentary ("For the Bible Tells Me So") to buying more than 40 Steinway pianos for the University of Utah music department
to funding the successful off-Broadway and San Francisco runs of playwright Carol Lynn Pearson's "Facing East."

Geralyn Dreyfous

5 As the Salt Lake City Film Center's founder and artistic director, Dreyfous has established programs to bring different films to the community and lured an array of
filmmakers to Utah to talk and teach. As a documentary producer with connections in the film and philanthropic communities, she's become a force to merge
filmmaking with social consciousness.

Jerry Rapier

6 Considered the Energizer Bunny of the local theater world, the producing director of Salt Lake's Plan-B is a marketing wunderkind who also has helped shape
original works by known and unknown Utah playwrights. Under Rapier's direction, the small company has gone professional, and in a rare move for Utah theaters,
helped locally relevant, socially conscious plays find wider audiences in Germany, Toronto, New York City and San Francisco.

Larry H. Miller
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7 Per capita, more people in Salt Lake City go to the movies than in any other city in America, according to Nielsen Media Research, and Miller's chain has the best
places to see them. He's gotten out of the moviemaking game after the failure of the "Work and the Glory" series, and he's been burned when he's tried to program
the movies at his theaters (gay cowboys, bad; torture porn, OK?). But Miller's commitment to state-of-the-art moviehouses has kept audiences coming.

Charles Morey

8 The longtime artistic director of Pioneer Theatre Company scored a national coup - and boffo box-office receipts - by directing the country's first-ever regional
production of "Les Misérables." What made the $1 million production even more satisfying is how Morey has followed it up: by programming an ambitious lineup,
including contemporary straights such as "Doubt" and "The Vertical Hour."

Craig Jessop

9 It was another banner year for the best-known Utah musicians this side of the Osmonds. The Mormon Tabernacle Choir made a spectacular return to the Salt Lake
Tabernacle after a two-year renovation, earned rave reviews on a summer tour and snagged two Grammy nominations. Jessop would be the first to deflect credit to
others, such as his right-hand man, Mack Wilberg, but the choir continues to raise its artistic standards under his direction.

Kim DelGrosso

10 Co-owner of the Center Stage Performing Arts Center in Orem, DelGrosso is at the epicenter of the reality TV dance craze: Julianne Hough, who has won "Dancing
With the Stars" two years running, trained there with her brother and fellow contestant, Derek. So did Marie Osmond, a runner-up on this year's show. DelGrosso's
daughter Ashly and one of her instructors, Louis Van Amstel, have both appeared on the hit ABC show.

Gordon Hanks

11 Herbie Hancock. Diana Krall. Dave Brubeck. Ahmad Jamal. Hanks knows all these jazz greats because he brought them to Salt Lake City for the series he co-
founded with Michael Mackay in 1995. When it nearly ran aground in 2005 due to funding problems, the community rallied to save it. This year, Hanks (shown with jazz
vocalist/pianist Dee Daniels) launched a second series in conjunction with the Grand Theatre at Salt Lake Community College.

Jared Gold

12 In recent years, the Victorian-and-goth-influenced 35-year-old fashion designer has expanded his Trolley Square Black Chandelier boutique into a minichain of four
Utah stores and launched a kids' and skatewear line. More than that, Gold's distinctive (can you say audacious?) statements are helping to propel Utah design beyond
T-Shirts-R-Us.

Jill Miller

13 As general manager of the Sundance Institute, Miller keeps the Utah focus on Robert Redford's world-famous organization. Her stewardship can be seen in
Sundance's educational outreach programs, the Gallivan Center's summer movie series and the growth of Sundance's Salt Lake City program.

Leslie Peterson

14 She managed day-to-day operations of Utah Opera and helped lead the campaign to renew the Zoo, Arts & Parks tax, which provides mission-critical funds to Utah
arts groups. Now Peterson is running the Salt Lake Art Center on an interim basis after Ric Collier's resignation in September. Whatever she has her hand in,
Peterson remains an influential behind-the-scenes player.

Richard Dutcher

15 Once the pioneer of Mormon Cinema, Dutcher set off a firestorm in the LDS blogosphere this year when he called out fellow filmmakers (and announced he had
left the LDS Church) in an op-ed in Provo's Daily Herald. While other Utah filmmakers have sought box-office glory through green-Jell-O humor, Dutcher continues to
challenge viewers with sincere examinations of faith. He has two films coming in '08: the thriller "Evil Angel" and the more personal (and already-controversial)
"Falling."

Adam Price

16 He oversaw the year's coolest visual-art happening with the 337 Project, which saw scores of Utah artists treat a 25,000-square-foot building like a blank canvas.
Last spring's grass-roots effort energized Salt Lake City's art community and landed Price on the board of the Salt Lake Art Center, which will devote an exhibition to
his project next year.

Betsy Burton

17 With 30 years of experience, the owner of The King's English Bookshop has become nationally respected and arguably the state's leading literary tastemaker. In
2007, her influence even helped get a customer published.

Nancy Boskoff

18 The longtime director of the Salt Lake City Arts Council runs a crack staff whose imprint is felt throughout the city, from Art Barn exhibits to the Living Traditions
Festival to the popular Twilight Concert Series. Boskoff also oversees the city's public art program, which places sculptures in parks, on sidewalks and at TRAX
stations.

Scott Phillips

19 Utah Shakespearean Festival founder Fred Adams' longtime No. 2 was promoted to No. 1 this fall after a national search. Now Phillips is the young blood with the
task of growing larger audiences and fostering innovation at the state's only Tony Award-winning theater company.

Adam Sklute
20 New artistic director of Ballet West, he has been respectful of the company's traditions while putting his own stamp on programming for the new season.
Margaret Hunt

21 When she took over directorship of the Utah Arts Council in early 2005, Hunt said, "My style is to listen and learn from people in the know before jumping in." She's
jumping in now. In response to feedback, Hunt is helping spearhead an effort to hire 100 more arts teachers for Utah elementary schools and plans to launch a
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searchable online database for arts events statewide.

Brady Allred

22 In less than five years as director of choral studies at the University of Utah, Allred has led his U. of U. Singers to two international championships. His leadership of
the Salt Lake Choral Artists has been similarly ambitious, and this year's inaugural edition of his Summer Choral Institute drew more than 1,000 singing enthusiasts to
the U. campus.

Michael Ballam

23 The local-boy-made-good has turned Logan into an opera destination with the Utah Festival Opera Company. His connections from a career as a tenor have lured
acclaimed and up-and-coming singers to Cache Valley.

Ruby Chacén

24 One of Utah's most prominent artists, she has volunteered on community boards while leading the emergence of Salt Lake City's Latino arts community. She also
contributed to Salt Lake's cityscape last fall by painting an ambitious mural - representing faith and healing - at a building that houses Catholic Community Services.

Doug Fabrizio
25 This year, the familiar, everyman-sounding voice of KUER's "RadioWest" has gone national, thanks to a syndication deal with XM Satellite radio. But what sets the
interviewer apart is that he does his homework and keeps asking interesting and unexpected questions of politicians and artmakers alike.
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